


The Age of Aquarius is an astrological term 
denoting either the current or upcoming 
astrological age, depending on the method 
of calculation. Astrologers maintain that an 
astrological age is a product of the earth's 
slow precessional rotation and lasts for 
2,150 years, on average. In popular culture 
in the United States, the Age of Aquarius 
refers to the advent of the New Age 
movement in the 1960s and 1970s. 
 
There are various methods of calculating 
the length of an astrological age. In sun-
sign astrology, the first sign is Aries, 
followed by Taurus, Gemini, Cancer, Leo, 
Virgo, Libra, Scorpio, Sagittarius, Capricorn, 
Aquarius, and Pisces, whereupon the cycle 
returns to Aries and through the zodiacal 
signs again. Astrological ages, however, 
proceed in the opposite direction 
("retrograde" in astronomy). Therefore, 
the Age of Aquarius follows the Age of 
Pisces. 



 
 
 

Mythology of the constellation Aquarius     
 
 
This is the eleventh zodiacal sign and one which has always been connected with water. To the 
Babylonians it represented an overflowing urn, and they associated this with the heavy rains 
which fell in their eleventh month, whilst the Egyptians saw the constellation as Hapi, the god 
of the Nile.  
Greek legend, however, tells of Ganymede, an exceptionally handsome, young prince of Troy. 
He was spotted by Zeus, who immediately decided that he would make a perfect cup-bearer. 
The story then differs - one version telling how Zeus sent his pet eagle, Aquila, to carry 
Ganymede to Olympus, another that it was Zeus, himself, disguised as an eagle, who swept up 
the youth and carried him to the home of the gods. In either case, once Ganymede arrived, he 
had to contend with the wrath of Hera, wife of Zeus. She was annoyed on two counts - firstly, 
that her husband should have such strong feelings for a mere boy and, secondly, that 
Ganymede was to occupy the favored position previously held by her own daughter Hebe, 
goddess of youth. But Zeus was not to be thwarted and Ganymede, often riding on Aquila and 
always carrying the golden cup, accompanied the great god on his travels, impressing him with 
his kindness. This was made manifest when, realizing how in need of water the people on earth 
were, he pleaded with Zeus to be allowed to help them and was given permission to send 
down rain. Eventually he was glorified as Aquarius, god of rain, and placed amongst the stars.  
  













Messier 2 or M2 (also designated NGC 7089) is a globular cluster in the constellation Aquarius, 
five degrees north of the star Beta Aquarii. It was discovered by Jean-Dominique Maraldi in 1746, 
and is one of the largest known globular clusters. M2 is, under extremely good conditions, just 
visible to the naked eye. Binoculars or a small telescope will identify this cluster as non-stellar, 
while larger telescopes will resolve individual stars, of which the brightest are of apparent 
magnitude 13.1. Class II. 





M 
 

• Messier 72 (also known as M72 or NGC 6981) is a globular cluster in the Aquarius constellation 
discovered by French astronomer Pierre Méchain on August 29, 1780. French astronomer Charles 
Messier looked for it on the following October 4, and included it in his catalog. Both decided that it 
was a faint nebula rather than a cluster. With a larger instrument, British astronomer John Herschel 
called it a bright "cluster of stars of a round figure". American astronomer Harlow Shapley noted a 
similarity to Messier 4 and Messier 12 and called it Class IX. 





Messier 73 (M73, also known as NGC 6994) is an asterism of four stars in the constellation of 
Aquarius. M73 was discovered by Charles Messier on October 4, 1780, who originally described 
the object as a cluster of four stars with some nebulosity. Subsequent observations by John 
Herschel, however, failed to reveal any nebulosity. Moreover, Herschel noted that the designation 
of M73 as a cluster was questionable. Nonetheless, Herschel included M73 in his General 
Catalogue of clusters, nebulae, and galaxies, and John Dreyer included M73 when he compiled 
the New General Catalogue. 



The Saturn Nebula or NGC 7009 is a planetary nebula in the constellation Aquarius. It appears as a greenish-
yellowish hue in a small amateur telescope. It was discovered by William Herschel on September 7, 1782, using 
a telescope of his own design in the garden at his home in Datchet, England, and was one of his earliest 
discoveries in his sky survey. The nebula was originally a low-mass star that ejected its layers into space, 
forming the nebula. The central star is now a bright white dwarf star of apparent magnitude 11.5. The Saturn 
Nebula gets its name from its superficial resemblance to the planet Saturn with its rings nearly edge-on to the 
observer. It was so named by Lord Rosse in the 1840s, when telescopes had improved to the point that its 
Saturn-like shape could be discerned. William Henry Smyth said that the Saturn Nebula is one of Struve's nine 
"Rare Celestial Objects." 









The Helix Nebula, also known as The Helix, NGC 7293, is a large planetary nebula (PN) located in 
the constellation Aquarius. Discovered by Karl Ludwig Harding, probably before 1824, this object 
is one of the closest to the Earth of all the bright planetary nebulae. The estimated distance is 
about 215 parsecs or 700 light-years. It is similar in appearance to the Cat's Eye Nebula and the 
Ring Nebula, whose size, age, and physical characteristics are similar to the Dumbbell Nebula, 
varying only in its relative proximity and the appearance from the equatorial viewing angle. The 
Helix Nebula has sometimes been referred to as the "Eye of God" in pop culture. 
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R Aquarii (R Aqr),a variable star in the constellation Aquarius,is a symbiotic star believed to contain a white dwarf and a 
Mira-type variable in a binary system. The orbital period is approximately 44 years. The main Mira-type star is a red 
giant, and varies in brightness by a factor of several hundred and with a period of slightly more than a year; this 
variability was discovered by Karl Ludwig Harding in 1810. It has a distance of about 200 parsec, and is one of the 
nearest symbiotic stars and a well known jet source. By its gravitational pull, the white dwarf draws in material from the 
red giant and occasionally ejects some of the surplus in weird loops to form the nebula seen in the linked image. The 
whole system appears reddened because it is situated in a very dusty region of space, and its blue light is absorbed 
before reaching us. 






