
Benefits of Astronomical League Membership 
 

Your membership in the Astronomical League and your support of amateur astronomy at the 
national level is highly valued.  Your membership has made many things possible for amateur 
astronomy such as:   
 
As the largest amateur astronomy organization in the world, the League offers a strong voice for 
amateur astronomers. When we call or visit government offices or businesses to discuss light 
pollution or other issues on the behalf of the 17,000+ members of the League, they listen very 
closely.  Among our activities, we defend astronomy, fight light pollution, and protect funding for 
planetariums.  This is one of many reasons why membership support is critical to all of us.  
 
Your membership also makes the "Reflector," a color-glossy, quarterly astronomical magazine 
possible.  We always invite member societies to submit articles to us.  Thanks to our volunteer 
editors, we do the best we can to make this a great magazine for all our members.    
 
Each of you also help us fund and administer impressive youth awards, such as the National 
Young Astronomer Award (NYAA).  We now have three major youth awards programs with over 
$10,000 in prizes.   Thanks to your support at that of companies like Meade Instruments, we 
sponsor young winners to travel to our conventions, and we award cash prizes and telescopes.  
Through a partnership with the University of Texas McDonald Observatory, we also award 
lifetime passes to the top two NYAA winners each year.   
 
We have a great League Sales Office, run by dedicated and talented staff. Our astronomical 
handbooks are low cost and very popular -- another of the many benefits of League membership. 
Contact Randy Thompson at leaguesales@astroleague.org for further details.  

Members of the Astronomical League may order any book on astronomy at a ten per cent 
discount through the Book Service. Just send us the following: The book's title, author, publisher, 
the name of the Astronomical League Society you belong to, or indicate your direct membership 
status in the Astronomical League.  Include a check made out to the Astronomical League Book 
Service for the retail price of the book minus 10%. There is no shipping or handling charge for 
domestic orders. Address your book request to: 
  
Marilyn Unruh 
324 W. Gurley St. 
Prescott, AZ 86301 
(928) 778-2130 
booknook@northlink.com 
 
Your membership helps us establish and run nearly 30 astronomical observing programs.  One of 
our most popular programs, the "Universe Sampler" was developed by Amelia Goldberg.  In 
addition, one of our most recent programs, the "Globular Cluster" observe program was made 
possible by the expertise of Barbara Wilson.  She wrote a very exciting introduction for our new 
manual.  We are proud of these and so many other achievements.   
 
We hold national and regional conventions including joint meetings with IOTA and ALPO (most 
years). Our next annual convention will be held in Des Moines, Iowa, July 18-19, 2008.   These 
conventions provide an excellent venue for astronomers to get together and share ideas.   
 
We provide free advertising and publicity for International Dark-Sky Association, and we do all we 
can to control light pollution.  Your membership in the League adds strength to our voice.  We 
have written letters and visited many government offices to help control light pollution, but there is 
so much more to do.    
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Your membership supports five major adult recognition awards. What better way to recognize 
outstanding club volunteers than with the national Webmaster Award, the Peltier Award, the 
newsletter editor (Mabel Sterns) award, and so many others.  Additionally, we support Sky and 
Telescope's Astronomy Day award program. This must be worthwhile because these awards are 
so popular.   Many League members and amateur astronomers have won national awards, and 
they have been quite proud of their achievements.    
 
We provided assistance to an MDA fundraising program.  Thanks to our membership strength, 
we represented a large number of astronomical societies and negotiated a group insurance 
program which is quite lucrative for many larger clubs.   
 
Thanks to your membership, we have opened our first ever National Office.  Prior to this, the 
League existed for 60 plus years operating out of home offices.  With over 260 member societies 
and about 18,000 members, we urgently needed to make this move to provide better service to 
all members.   
 
We operate a website thanks to talented and generous volunteers.  We recently redesigned the 
site, and we are working to improve services to all League members.   
 
More than anything else, the League is a tool. If you want to meet people across the nation -- 
come to our conventions. If you want to publicize a major club accomplishment or event, contact 
the REFLECTOR editor. If you want to recognize someone, look to our youth, adult and regional 
awards. If you want a structured Observing program, look to our many Observe programs.  And, if 
there is something the League is not doing and should be, then we would love to hear about that 
too ... along with proposals for staffing the new programs.  All our achievements are made 
possible because of dedicated, unselfish volunteers.   
 
How much does this cost?   Basically, for society members it's about $5 per year per member.   
It's one of the last great bargains anywhere.   Think of it as a group discount. In addition, our 
members-at-large pay a higher amount, and they give us much needed financial support.   
 
In closing, please let me say thank you to each and every one of you for your membership in the 
League and for supporting all our programs.  I look forward to seeing many of you at future star 
parties or national conventions. 
 
Clear skies and good observing, 
 
 
President, Astronomical League  
          www.astroleague.org
A nonprofit, educational federation of  
         astronomical societies   
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